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said they (the chi Id ren) knew more than they (in the 


world) did. 1 then asked her about the 


snake that ran after 


bad deeds whi 


explained that it represented my 
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me. a 


would drive me into Hell. I then enquired about the old 

■ 

man. She said he was my good deeds which had become 
so weak that they were unable to defend me 
had deeds. I then asked what 


» 


my 


they were doing 


hill. She i nformed me 


that they were the deceased children 
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to join them. 

ir parents on the Day of 


would intercede for 
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Judgement. 
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Malik said: ‘I woke up in fright 
containers a 
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uy 
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sd. This was how I 


i 


says that he was 


The very same Malik ibn Dinar 4b 

an alley of Basra when he saw a beautiful 

being escorted by several servants. 


Will your 


Malik called out to her and said: 




master sell 


How can you say 

‘Will your master sell you?’ Malik asked again. 
‘If he does, are the likes of you going 
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Even better than you. 
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escort Malik to her 


She laughed and asked her servants to 
quarters. On arriving at her place, the maid informed her 
master who also laughed 


and asked to see Malik. Malik 


in 


an 


was 

master. 
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tact on 




you want?’ the master asked him. 

Sell me your maid,’ Malik said. 

Can you afford to buy her? 
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To me she is Worth no more than two rotten date pits. 

in the room burst into 
How can her price be that, 
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■Because she has so many defects/ Malik retorted. 

defects be? 
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If she does not wear 
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teeth, her teeth give 


off foul 


‘If she does not brush her 


odour. If she does not groom 

disheveled, If she lives for a few more years, 

she will become an old woman. She menstruates, urinates 

and defecates. Perhaps she only likes you for selfish 
reasons. She 


her hair, it becomes i 


r 
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if you die 


ily isn t 

before her, she will find someone else \ 
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want for your maid - a maid whose constitution is of pure 

a 

were to mix her expectorate in salty, bitter 
water, it would become sweet: if she were to 


speak to the 


.If 


She raised her hand toward the sun, it would lose it shine; 

would radiate with light and if 


if she appeared at night, it 

A 


she 




it (the horizon). She is a maid who has 
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musk and saffron; raised in 


been nurtured in 


suckled by the waters of Tasneem (W aters 

She will never be disloyal and her love for you will never 

is more deserving of a 
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falter, which one of t 


price? ’ Malik concluded. 


The one you described,’ the master conceded. 

‘Then 

accessible. 

tat is her price? May Allah have mercy on you. 
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a moment at night and offer two units 

When 

you, think of the hungry and sacrifice your craving for 
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you should know that she is 
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very 


t 




i 




■ / 


l you place food in 


41 



lavish food (and 


feed the hungry). Remove stones 


dirt (obstacles) from the road. Spend 
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the remainder of your life on hare necessities. 

your worries of this world of oblivion so that you; 
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in this world with 


the honour of an abstemious 
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peace and dwell in 


tomorrow to the station of dignity in 
Paradise for ever. ’ 


The master turned to the maid and 
you listened to what our 

Yes,’ she replied. 
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master then exclaimed: ‘If that is the case, then 
are free for the sake of Allah. And such and such property 
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curtain cloth and 
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you, my master. She also 
took off her attire and replaced it with some rough 
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in Damascus 105 All). This young 


her beauty, good manners, recitation of 
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iflc poetry. Hi sham sent orders by post to the governor 

'or whatever her owner 


of Kufa to have the girl bought 


(the old 


) asked for and then to have her immediately. 
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a serv ant for her. 


sent to him. He sent along 


governor received the letter, he sent for the old 

date 


lady who sold the gi 


2,000 dirhams and a 
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yield five hundred mithqal (a unit 


which would 
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of 


every year. The governor 


weight) of dates 


dressed the girl 
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)thinc and sent her to Hi sham. 
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own quarters and an escort of servants, presented her with 
some precious j e 


on a luxurious 
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women. One mourner cried out aloud: 


O you who are being carried on wooden sticks; you who 

be left 




to the dead; you who are about to 
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stranger in your resting place. O you who 
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This mourner has broken my 
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servant. He came down from 


remained stuck to her couch. That night she dreamt 


that 


someone came to her and said: 


you lure with your 


are flattered by your 
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charm. How will you be when 
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people are resurrected and 


Day of Judgement) ; when 
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then confronted with their actions. 
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■servants and asked her to prepare a 

rid of her jewels and 
clothes and wore a woollen jalabiyah and tied a string 
around her waist. She took a cane with a bag over it and 
stormed into Hishani ’ s room. Hisham did not recognise 

girl/ she said. ‘ A wamer came to 
me and his warning shook me. You have had your 

come to ask you 


called upon one 
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bath for her. After her bath, she got 
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to free me from 


the slavery of this world. 
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She left the capital and arrived in Makkah where she 
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came she would perform 
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d say: 
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O my treasure you are my 


provision. Don’t cut 
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my wish; make good my return and be 
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Ibrahim ibn Bashshar, the protege of Ibrahim ibn Adham 

says that he 

to s erve Allah 


Ibrahim about the 


My father was a king of Balkh (Central Khurasan). We 


used to love hunting. I 


went out one day on my horse 


or a 

my horse. Then, I heard a voice 


from behind me saying: 

“You have not been 

ordered to do this (hunting for pleasure). 


have you been 




me to the left and right but I did not see 


J looked around 


anybody. I cursed the Devil and continued to ride. But 

then, my horse started to shake again and I heard the same 
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voice saying the same thing. I looked around and found no 

and tried to continue. But 


one so I cursed 


the devil again 


trying to shake me off. Then, I 
heard a voice from beneath my saddle bow calling me by 
my name and saying: 


O Ibrahim! You have not been created for this; nor 
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you been ordered 
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and realised that a wamer from the Lord of 


the Worlds had come 


me up from my state of 


Lord from this day, 


I vowed not to disobey my 


lest He does not protect me. Then I returned to my 
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my father’s shepherds and exchanged 


I went to see one of 


my clothes for his long shirt and a blanket. Then I 
travelled across the mountains and valleys to Iraq. 


I worked there for a few days but I was not satisfied with 


purity of my 


person about 


earnings, I asked a 


the 


this and he told me to 


go to Syria. I did so and reached 
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town called A1 


. But even here, I 

. Another 


with the purity of my earnings 
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learned person told me to go to Tarsoos where there was 


work and good pure 


said to be 


earnings. I went 
there and sat on the beach when a man came and hired me 
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1 remained as a rural warden many 
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I went over to him. He asked me to bring 

pomegranate. I went and 

it and found it very sour 
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and best 
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: “Warden! You have been here been in 
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mg our fruits, but yet you 


for so many 
don’t know the difference between a 


our 


i; 


i 


3 


and a sour one?” I told him I had never tasted any of the 
fruits I guarded. The servant 

companions and said: 
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towards his 
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id you hear what he said? He 




anything more if he were Ibrahim ibn 


Adham. ” 


The servant left and discussed me in the 




d the next 
who I was. The servant came 


day. One 

to the orchard with a large contingent 


of people. I hid 


trees and scampered as 


soon as I had the 


my quest and 


This was the beginning of 


chance to do so. 
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this is how I left Tarsoos to travel the desert. 
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Abdullah ibn Faraj a 


in need of a 


b says that he was 


pay daily. So he 
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went to the bazaar and found a pale young boy wearing a 
woolen shirt tied with a woolen belt and had a 


hands. Abdullah asked him if he would 


and a rope in 


be willing to work. The boy 


said yes and asked to 


one dirham and one daniq 


(l/6th of a dirham). The boy 


that he would discontinue work and 


prepare for prayers when the adhan of Zuhr was 
likewise at the time of Asr. 


given and 


agreed and took him to his 
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house where he 
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to do. The boy worked 
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his hands and did not speak until 


the adhan for Zuhr was 
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given. He reminded Abdullah of the condition. Abdullah 

told him to leave. The boy went 

came back to work until Asr. The boy went 
back and worked until the end of die day. 


his prayers and 


for Asr,, came 


boy left 


when Abdullah gave 
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Abdullah needed some work done 
to find the very same 
and honest. Abdullah went in search 




His wife told hi 


of the boy 


but could not find him. On enquiring, people told him that 
he only worked on Saturdays and that he was a loner. 
Abdullah 


come and found the boy. 

conditions. At the 


The boy 


agreed to work on the same 
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my son!’ the Khalifah exclaimed. 


y to you?’ ‘He was 


I 


% 


How did he become like that? 
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entrusted with the Khilafah. 


He was bom before I became 




He was brought up very well and 


Quran and other sciences 
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he left and did not care for any of my worldly belongings. 


very fond of his mother 


He was 


Mi 


i 


expensive sapphire ring 


He took the ring 


to give to him 


. His mother since 


you 
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are the only person who has informed me 
take me to his grave tonight. 




. Harun Wept for a 


Abdullah took Harun to his son’s grave 
lone time and remained there until dawn 


. Harun asked 


Abdullah to stay with hi 
the grave at nights. Abdullah did not 
was the son of Harun until Harun hi ms i 


sw days so that he could visit 
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